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Cluster Elements Chart 
 
 
Note: Parentheses identify corresponding element(s). 
 
 
TYPE OF 

CA/N 

 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 

CHARACTERISTICS 

 
INTRA-FAMILY 

PROBLEMS 

 
SOCIAL 

RELATIONSHIPS 

 
SOCIAL- 

ECONOMIC 
STATUS 

 
Physical 
Abuse 

o History of rejection/ 
unresolved anger 

o Rigid/controlling 
o Substance abuse 
o Exhibits assaultive 

behaviors 

o Marital discord 
o Negative child 

behavior 

o Conflicts with 
extended family 
&/or community 

o Isolation 

o Unemployed 
o Under 

employed 

 
 

Neglect 

o Emotional 
deprivation as a 
child/ young adult 

o Depressed 
o Hopeless 
o Substance Abuse 

o Large number of 
children 

o Inadequate 
parenting 
knowledge 

o Isolation 
o Short-term 

relationships 

o Very poor/ no 
economical 
resources 

 
 

Sexual 
Abuse 

o Need to feel 
powerful and  
controlling 

o Substance Abuse 
o Generational sexual 

abuse 

o Marital discord 
o Lack of sexual 

gratification in 
marriage 

o Role reversal 

o Conforms with 
social norms* 

o Lack of social 
involvement 

o Step-parent/ 
paramour 

o Job dis-
satisfaction 

 
 

Emotional 
Abuse/ 
Neglect 

o Lack of empathy 
o Rigid expectations 
o Narcissistic 

o Disturbed 
attachment 

o Child fears 
parental rejection 

o If married, 
enmeshed family 

o Absence of 
continuing 
relationships 

o Participation in 
isolated church or 
social group 

o Employed 
o Adequate 

income 

 
 
*Research supports that perpetrators and victims conform to social norms. 

 


