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Title IV-E Kinship Supports Intervention (KSI) Navigator Program Pilot 

 
(A) The public children services agency (PCSA) is responsible for administration of the 

kinship supports intervention (KSI). KSI was approved and rated promising by the Title 
IV-E prevention services clearinghouse as a kinship navigator program. The goal of the 
navigator program is to promote kinship placement as best practice, increasing attention 
to and support for kinship placements, caregivers, and families. 

(B) KSI assists kinship caregivers of children involved with the PCSA agency regardless of 
custody status or supervision orders to provide resources to facilitate children having a 
safe and stable living environment that meets the children’s physical, emotional, 
financial, and basic needs. 

(C) Kinship caregivers has the same meaning as in section 5101.85 of the Revised Code. 
Kinship caregivers may be relatives through blood, marriage, or adoption. Kinship 
caregivers may also be fictive kin, which includes non-relative adults with whom the 
family or child identifies as having a long-standing relationship. 

(D) KSI navigator services include: 
(1) A kinship coordinator. 
(2) Kinship specific assessment tools and processes. 

(a) A kinship home assessment tool is completed no later than thirty days after a child 
is placed, including the date of placement. 

(b) A needs assessment which identifies services and supports the caregiver needs as 
well as the strength and resources of the kinship family. To be completed by 
kinship caregiver with kinship. coordinator/staff assistance as necessary, no later 
than thirty days after a child is placed, and is updated, at a minimum, every 
ninety days thereafter to continue to assess and review kinship caregivers needs 
for services and/or assistance to maintain safe and adequate care of the child 
(ren). 

(c) A support plan that needs to be individualized, reviewed and updated every ninety 
days in conjunction with the review of the needs assessment. 

(d) Home visits with kinship families occur at least monthly and include attention to 
the kinship caregiver, the child, and other family members. 

(e) Kinship handbook provided to the kinship caregiver. 
(f) Kinship caregiver services may be provided directly by the PCSA agency through 

contracted service providers or referral to a community provider. 
(3) Each PCSA will be responsible for documenting KSI case information in the 

SACWIS activity log and/or electronic case file. 

(E) The PCSA agency is to follow the practice manual for ProtectOhio Kinship Supports 
Intervention evidenced based practice and approved by the clearinghouse October 2021 
and further updated and federally approved December 2021. 

(F) ODJFS reimburses KSI funding at a fifty per cent of the federal financial participation 
(FFP) rate. 
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(G) Allowable administrative costs associated with contracts and services for case 
management include: 

(1) Conducting eligibility screening interviews. 
(2) Providing program information to eligible families. 
(3) Reviewing assessments or activities relating to the KSI navigator program. 
(4) Keeping records. 
(5) Supervising. 
(6) Conducting peer meetings. 
(7) Consulting. 
(8) Preparing reports and other documents. 
(9) KSI training as outlined in the manual. 
 

(H) KSI allowable types of services and activities for the child and kinship caregiver/family 
include but not limited to: 

(1) Case Management/Contact. 
(2) Information and Referral. 
(3) Mental Health Assessment. 
(4) Substance Abuse Assessment. 
(5) Mental Health therapy/counseling. 
(6) In-home family services/family preservation. 
(7) Basic purchased hard goods. 
(8) Home-related supports. 
(9) Rental and or utilities assistance. 
(10) Transportation. 
(11) Financial support. 
(12) Training for kinship caregivers. 
(13) Legal services. 
(14) Child Care. 
(15) Formal or informal respite. 

 


